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As we face fundamental shifts in our own understandings of climate, politics, selfhood, and

communication, what resources can eighteenth-century treatments of bios provide? How was

life conceptualized, investigated, lived, and represented in the long eighteenth century? Whose

lives mattered, and whose lives were undervalued or misunderstood? What materials were

assembled to foster, protect, dissect, terminate, immortalize, and theorize these lives? What did

the discovery or invention of new materials in the long eighteenth century contribute to the

ways questions of life were framed or represented? Conversely, in what ways did the

conceptualization of life contribute to the discovery or invention of these materials? How were

forms of life and ways of thinking shaped by materialism as a philosophical program and how,

in turn, did they contribute to reshaping it? We purposely cast a wide net, welcoming papers

from across the disciplines that investigate the period’s various ideas of health, care, work,

power, violence, pleasure, society, and the environment.

 

—life-writing; biography; autobiography; the lives and afterlives of fiction
—disability; illness; disease; epidemics; pathologies
—birth and death; generation; reproduction; fertility; sex; grief and mourning
—climate; the environment; the natural world; weather
—apocalypse; utopia/dystopia
—non-human life; plants; animals; the earth; the ocean; the planets; the cosmos
—artificial forms of life
—the relationship between body and mind; dualism; materialism; mechanism; nerve theory;
vitalism; humoural theory
—the good life; the conditions of happiness
—the lives of women; marriage; women’s work
—the desecration of lives and bodies; colonialism; Eurocentrism; ethnocentrism; xenophobia;
Orientalism; treaties and land rights
—working lives and bodies; labour; hunger; poverty; human rights
—queer lives
—the lives of artists; the materials and subjects of art
—life-work balance; student lives; pedagogy; activism in the academy

Possible topics related to the conference theme might include: 

Vies et formes de vie, 1660-1820

Matters and Materials of Life, 1660-1820

While we encourage panel and paper proposals that address the
conference theme, papers on any topic related to the long eighteenth
century are welcome. 

Deadline for submission of panel proposals is February 15, 2023.

Deadline for submission of paper proposals is March 15, 2023.

All those presenting at the conference must be members in good standing with CSECS.

Paper proposals should include a title, a 150-word summary, and a brief biographical note
indicating the presenter’s name, email, academic status, and institutional affiliation.

Panel proposals should include titles and 150-word summaries of both panel and individual
papers, and brief biographical notes for all presenters (normally three) and respondents (if any),
including names, e-mail addresses, academic statuses, and institutional affiliations. 

Please send your proposals to: csecs2023@concordia.ca

Participants may present papers in English or French and will be invited to submit articles
based on their papers in either language to Lumen, the official journal of CSECS, for
publication.
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